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THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA 
COMMITTEE OF BAR EXAMINERS/OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS  
180 Howard Street · San Francisco, CA 94105-1639 · (415) 538-2303 
1149 South Hill Street · Los Angeles, CA 90015-2299 · (213) 765-1500  

 
FOREIGN LEGAL CONSULTANT 

 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICATION FOR  

DETERMINATION OF MORAL CHARACTER AND  
APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION OF DETERMINATION OF MORAL CHARACTER 

 
Please carefully read these instructions.  Each applicant is required to be aware of all requirements which follow and to 
comply with each one that is applicable.  The completed application form must be typewritten or legibly printed in ink. 
 
In answering questions appearing on the Application for Determination of Moral Character, applicants should consider the 
following: 
 
Rule 4.40, Title 4, Division 1, Chapter 4 of the Rules of the State Bar of California (Admissions Rules) states that: 

(A) An applicant must be of good moral character as determined by the Committee.  The applicant has the burden of 
establishing that he or she is of good moral character.   

(B) “Good m oral c haracter” i ncludes b ut is not  limited t o aq ualifies of  hon esty, f airness, c andor, t rustworthiness, 
observance of fiduciary responsibility, respect for and obedience to the law, and respect for the rights of others and 
the judicial process.   

Rule 4.41(A) of the Admissions Rules states that:  

 …An attorney who is suspended, disbarred, or otherwise not in good standing in any jurisdiction may not submit an 
application.   

 
RULES OF THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA 
 
The Application for Determination of Moral Character and Application for Extension of Determination of Moral Character will 
be processed in accordance with the Admissions Rules.  Current Admissions Rules are available online 
at www.calbar.ca.gov/admissions or upon request from the Office of Admissions. 
 
SUBMITTING THE APPLICATION 
 
After completing and signing the application form, the form, fingerprint cards or a completed Request for Live Scan Service 
form, any necessary attachments and correct fees in the form of a personal check, cashier’s check or money order payable 
to The State Bar of California must be mailed in an envelope to the following address: 
 

Office of Admissions 
The State Bar of California 

1149 South Hill Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015-2299 

 
REGISTRATION 
 
Applicants submitting an Application for Determination of Moral Character must have registered as a law student or as an 
attorney applicant with the Committee of Bar Examiners (Committee) prior to submitting the application.  Applicants must 
have a social security number to register with the Office of Admissions of the State Bar of California.  If an applicant has not 
done so, registration may be done online at www.calbar.ca.gov/admissions. 
 
 

http://www.calbar.ca.gov/admissions�
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/admissions�
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FEES AND FILING INFORMATION  
� Application for Foreign Legal Consultant     $ 370  
� Application for Determination of Moral Character    

  Total to apply to be a Foreign Legal Consultant  $ 870 
$ 500 

 
� Application for Extension of Determination of Moral Character   $ 240 

 
THE FEES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 
Payment coupons must be detached from the application form and completed. The applicant's name, social 
security number, and amount paid must be written on the coupon.  
 
Checks should be made payable to The State Bar of California.  
 
RETURNED CHECKS  
A charge of $20.00 will be assessed when checks are not negotiated and are subsequently returned. Stopping 
payment on a check or dishonoring a check does not constitute withdrawing an application. Applicants 
who do so will be required to return the fees and pay any additional fees required with a money order or 
cashier’s check prior to being allowed to file any application in the future.  
 
APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION  
When an Application for Determination of Moral Character is about to expire, in order to avoid completing that form 
again, an applicant must submit an Application for Extension of Determination of Moral Character (extension 
application). An extension application must be filed by an applicant no sooner than every 30 months and no later 
than every 36 months after an initial determination of good moral character has been made by the Committee, and 
after each subsequent determination, until such time as the applicant is certified for admission to practice law in 
California. The extension application must be accompanied by the fee specified in the schedule of fees published 
by the Committee and by two sets of fingerprints or a completed Request for Live Scan Service form. The 
extension application must be submitted in substantially complete form as defined by the Committee, and must be 
received in the San Francisco or Los Angeles Office of Admissions on or before the expiration date.  
 
REAPPLICATION SUBSEQUENT TO RECEIPT OF AN ADVERSE MORAL CHARACTER 
DETERMINATION OR WITHDRAWAL UNDER CHAPTER 4 OF THE ADMISSIONS RULES  
Following the expiration of the designated time period, applicants who have received an adverse moral character 
determination or withdrew their application under Chapter 4 of the Admissions Rules (moral character) must file a 
complete Application for Determination of Moral Character form with two (2) fingerprint cards or a completed 
Request for Live Scan Service form and the appropriate fee. The completed form and fee must be forwarded to the 
San Francisco Office of Admissions to the attention of the Director for Moral Character Determinations.  
 
COMPLETION OF INVESTIGATION  
Applications for Determination of Moral Character and Applications for Extension of Determination of Moral 
Character generally will be processed in a minimum of 180 days, unless there are issues in an applicant's 
background that require further investigation and/or review by the Committee.  
 
Applicants who are in their last year of law study are encouraged to file their Application for Determination of Moral 
Character at the beginning of their last year of law study, and all applicants are encouraged to file at least eight (8) 
to ten (10) months prior to the date they wish to be admitted to practice law in California.  
 
Failure to file your application in a timely manner will delay your admission to practice law.  
 
During the course of each investigation, the Committee routinely contacts many sources and outside agencies; 
therefore, staff is not in a position to provide information on the status of the investigation until approximately 120 
days have elapsed. If in the course of the investigation staff requires further information or documentation, 
applicants will be contacted prior to the completion of the investigation. All applicants will receive written notification 
when the investigation has been completed.  
 
Any questions regarding the status of an application after the lapse of 120 days should be made in writing rather 
than by telephone. 
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Required FD-258 Form
FINGERPRINT SAMPLE

NOTE: In the event the official taking the fingerprints has difficulty obtaining prints of acceptable quality because of the physical
condition of the applicant's fingers (e.g., dermatitis, etc.), the official should be requested to explain (in writing) why the
prints are the best obtainable.  That explanation should accompany the fingerprint cards.



   

                        
                  

                 
 

  

                   
                     

                  
               

   
   

   
   

 
  

    
    

   
    

  

  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  
  
  

  

                     
                

                     
    

      

                      

                
          

                   
               

                 
       

        

 
              

  























































IMPORTANT 

Before mailing your application, please check the following: 

□ Is the correct fee included? (Fees are subject to change) 

□ Copy of "Request for Live Scan Service" form which has been completed by the live scan operator? OR 

□ Are the two (2) sets of fingerprints (Form FD258) and the Request for Exemption from Mandatory Electronic Fingerprint 

submission Requirement form enclosed? 

□ Are the identification boxes on the fingerprint cards COMPLETED in accordance with the instructions? 

□     Is each question answered fully and completely? 

□ Is the application signed? A photocopy is not permitted 

□ Are you mailing the application more than 30 days after you signed the declaration? The application must be received within 30 days of 

the date it is signed, or it will be returned. 

□ Are all applicable forms completed and attached? 

SEE SECTION REGARDING "COMPLETION OF APPLICATION" IN THE INSTRUCTIONS. 

I am the following: (check one) 

□ General Applicant (not admitted to practice law in another jurisdiction) 

□ Attorney Applicant (admitted to practice law in another jurisdiction and seeking to be admitted to practice law in California) 

□ Registered In-House Counsel Application (Rule 9.46, California Rules of Court) 

□ Registered Legal Services Attorney (Rule 9.45, California Rules of Court) 

General Applicants and Attorney Applicants must fill out and return the Payment Coupon below. 

 

Those applying for registration as a Legal Services Attorney or In-House Counsel do not need to attach 
the payment coupon. Payment should be attached to the Registered Legal Services Attorney or Registered 
In-House Counsel Application.  

………………………………………….………Payment Coupon……………………………………………… 

GENERAL APPLICANTS AND ATTORNEY APPLICANTS ONLY  
PLEASE DETACH PAYMENT COUPON, COMPLETE AND ATTACH IT TO  

THE FRONT OF THE APPLICATION WITH THE APPROPRIATE FEES 
Payment Coupon - Determination of Moral Character 

Office of Admissions  
The State Bar of California 

1149 South Hill Street  
Los Angeles, CA 90015-2299 

___________________ 

Last Name Application Fee: $500.00 ___________  

___________________ 

First Name and Middle Initial 
 _______ -______-  ____________                                                              TOTAL PAID  ____________  

Social Security Number 

THE APPLICATION FEE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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