THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA
COMMITTEE OF BAR EXAMINERS/OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS

180 Howard Street * San Francisco, CA 94105-1639 « (415) 538-2300
845 S. Figueroa * Los Angeles, CA 90017-2515 « (213) 765-1500

NOTICE
Date: August 14, 2015
To: Interested Parties
From: The Committee of Bar Examiners

Subject: Modification to Format and Grading of the California Bar Examination Effective
with July 2017 Administration

The Committee of Bar Examiners of The State Bar of California announces that effective with
administration of the July 2017 California Bar Examination the format of the California Bar
Examination will be constructed as follows:

General Bar Examination

The examination will be administered over two days with the following components:
1. One morning session during which three one-hour essay questions will be administered,;

2. One afternoon session during which two one-hour essay questions and one 90-minute
Performance Test will be administered; and

3. Morning and afternoon sessions consisting of three hours each, during which 100 multiple-
choice items for each session will be administered [the Multistate Bar Examination (MBE)].

Attorneys’ Examination

The examination will be administered over one day with the following components:
1. One morning session during which three one-hour essay questions will be administered; and

2. One afternoon session during which two one-hour essay questions and one 90-minute
Performance Test will be administered.

The exact dates for administration of the restructured examination, i.e., Tuesday and Wednesday
or Wednesday and Thursday, will be announced no later than one year in advance of the July
2017 administration. During the grading, the written and MBE portions of the examination will be
weighted equally at 50% each, also effective with administration of the July 2017 California Bar
Examination. The minimum scaled score of 1440 will remain the same as that which is currently
required to pass the California Bar Examination.

The scope of subjects tested on the California Bar Examination will also remain unchanged. A
current copy of the subjects tested can be found online at:
http://admissions.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/4/documents/gbx/BXScope R.pdf.

For additional information relative to decision to modify the format and grading of the California Bar
Examination, please refer to the information available at:
Information Regarding Modification to California Bar Examination Effective July 2017.
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